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1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1,114, 
including the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this 
application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the 
finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
9/9/2005 has been entered. 

2. Newly submitted claims 23-30 are directed to an invention 
that is independent or distinct from the invention originally 
claimed for the following reasons: 

Claim 23 recites ''a detector for detecting a condition as 
to whether or not an image can be printed by said printer, said 
image is based on the image data outputted via the connector, 
and a controller for transitioning the camera into a state in 
order to output image data through said connector to said 
printer when said detector detects that the image can be printed 
by said printer''; where the limitations are not originally 
disclosed. 

Claims 37 recites "a detector for detecting a condition as 
to whether or not image data to be outputted via the connector 
can be received by said printer for printing, and a controller 
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for transitioning the camera into a state in order to output 
image data through said connector to said printer when said 
detector detects that the image data to be outputted via the 
connector can be received by said printer"; where the 
limitations are not originally disclosed. 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for 
the originally presented invention, this invention has been 
constructively elected by original presentation for prosecution 
on the merits. Accordingly, claims 23-3 0 are withdrawn from 
consideration as being directed to a non-elected invention. See 
37 CFR 1.142(b) and MPEP § 821.03. 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 9/9/2005 have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive because: 

With regard to claim 11, Applicants argue that ^'Suemoto 
fails to disclose a detector for detecting whether or not any 
connection device is attached to said connector''. In response to 
the arguments, the examiner notes that an accessories 
recognition terminal can recognize what accessories are 
connected to multi-connector 11 based on recognition signals SO, 
SI or S2, col. 4, lines 65-67 and col. 5, lines 1-25. 

With regard to claim 16, Applicants argue that Suemoto does 
not disclose "a detector for detecting whether or not any 
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connection device is attached to said connector". In response to 
the arguments, the examiner notes that an accessories 
recognition terminal can recognize what accessories are 
connected to multi-connector 11 based on recognition signals SO, 
SI or S2, col. 4, lines 65-67 and col. 5, lines 1-25. 

With the above reasons, claims 11-22 are rejected again, 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published 
under section 122 (b) , by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language . 

Claims 11, 14, 16, 19 and 21 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C, 102(e) as being anticipated by Suemoto et al (US 
6, 151, 067) . 

With regard to claim 11, Suemoto et al discloses in Fig. 2, 
a video camera that comprises the memory (VTR mech-unit 21, col. 

5, line 57), external apparatus (external apparatus as shown in 
Fig. 1) , detachable attachable connection device (multi- 
connector 11 is used to connect detachable attachable external 
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devices to the video camera 10, col. 5, lines 59-60), connector 
(device connectors 31, 51, 91, 93 and 301 connect external 
devices to the camera through connection device 11, col. 4, line 
58) , detector for detecting whether any connection device is 
attached to the connector (an accessories recognition terminal 
can recognize what accessories are connected to multi-connector 
11 based on recognition signals (SO, SI, S2) , col. 463-67 and 
col. 5, lines 1-60), and controller for transitioning the camera 
into a state in order to output image data through the connector 
(system controller microcomputer 12, col. 5, lines 27-60). 

With regard to claim 14, Suemoto et al discloses in Fig. 2, 
a video camera that comprises the storage apparatus (video 
camera 90 can function as a video tape recorder, col. 11, line 
40) . 

Claim 16 recites what was discussed with respect to claim 

11. 

With regard to claim 19, Suemoto et al discloses in Fig. 2, 
a video camera that comprises the storage apparatus (video 
camera 90 can function as a video tape recorder, col. 11, line 
40; it is noticed that when video camera 10 recognizes the 
connection between the camera and video camera 90, it is ready 
to transfer image data to camera 90) . 
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With regard to claim 21, Suemoto et al discloses in Fig. 2, 
a video camera that comprises the detector detects that the 
connection device is not attached to the connector (Suemoto et 
al discloses in col. 5, lines 58-60 that when no accessories are 
connected to connection device 11, the function of the camera 
will not be changed; in other words, if camera 10 is a state not 
outputting any image data to an external device, the camera 
state will be kept the same) . 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not 
identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 
of this title, if the differences between the subject matter 
sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time 
the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in 
the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability 
shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 
was made. 

Claims 12, 13, 15, 17, 18, 20 and 22 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Suemoto et al . 

With regard to claims 12 and 13, Suemoto et al does not 
explicitly disclose any personal computer or printer. However, 
Official Notice is taken for a personal computer or printer that 
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is connected to a video camera so as to store image data or to 
make a hard copy from image data. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to replace 
the external apparatus of Suemoto et al with a personal computer 
or printer so as to store image data in a hard drive or to make 
a hard copy from the data and thereby to easily archive the 
information for future use. 

With regard to claims 15 and 17, Suemoto et al discloses in 
Fig. 2, a video camera that comprises the connection device to 
be a connection cable. Official Notice is taken for a connection 
device that is in a form of a connection cable so as to remotely 
extend the connecting between the camera and an external device. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
the connection device of Suemoto et al so as to make the 
connection device that is a connection cable. This is because 
the connection cable is easily to reach other external devices 
without moving the camera and thereby to improve the efficiency 
of the Suemoto camera. 

With regard to claims 18 and 20, claims 18 and 2 0 recites 
what was discussed with respect to claims 13 and 12; where at 
the time camera 10 recognizes the connection with a printer or 
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a personal computer, camera 10 inherently outputs image data to 
the printer or the computer so as to store image data in a hard 
drive or to make a hard copy from the data. 

With regard to claim 22, Suemoto et al does not explicitly 
disclose any memory card connected to camera 10, However, 
Official Notice is taken for a video camera including a memory 
card. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to replace 
the VCR of Suemoto et al a memory card so as to obtain a memory 
device in a form of semiconductor and thereby to easily to 
replace the memory and obtain a fast read/write speed. 

6. All claims are drawn to the same invention claimed in the 
application prior to the entry of the submission under 37 CFR 
1.114 and could have been finally rejected on the grounds and 
art of record in the next Office action if they had been entered 
in the application prior to entry under 37 CFR 1.114. 
Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL even though it is a first 
action after the filing of a request for continued examination 
and the submission under 37 CFR 1.114. See MPEP § 706.07(b) . 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set 
forth in 37 CFR 1,136 (a) . 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action 
is set to expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS 
of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action 
is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened 
statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will 
expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1,136 (a) will be calculated 
from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to TUAN HO 
whose telephone number is (571) 272-7365. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 7AM to 4PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's acting supervisor, David Ometz can 
be reached on (571) 272-7593. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
(572) 273-8300. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status 
of this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
Customer Service whose telephone number is (571) 272-2600. 




Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2615 



